
September 6, 2022

Hello, Wrangell Education Community:

Hopefully you have had a relaxing Labor Day break and will get to enjoy the last vestiges
of summer before fall and winter make their presence known! School has resumed and we’ve
had a great start to the year after many that have been difficult. We as the staff and students of
the Wrangell Public Schools want to thank you the parents who understand that WPS education
is an important aspect of the community of Wrangell.

If you have not had a chance to meet the new principals at Evergreen Elementary and
SMS/WHS, Mrs. Hilburn and Mr. Burkhart respectively, please do. They are a great addition to
their schools and are working to continue the tradition of searching for excellence in the district.
Both of them come in with significant experience and are very welcoming. Please reach out to
your child’s school office and find a time where you can see us in action!

During the last three years, we have learned that not everything will be the same as it
was. COVID, staffing shortages, gas prices, and uncertain fishing seasons have caused many
changes to the community of Wrangell and the school is no different. We recognize the needs of
our students have also felt the pressures that impact everyone around them. We will continue to
provide educational opportunities whenever possible.  We are currently working with the Share
Our Knowledge Conference and will continue the classroom online presence. Our goals this
year as a district are to look at our WPS data, our assessments, and how we are teaching our
foundational material. With the new AK STAR Assessment (we hope to have results by October)
from the state it gives us a new start to comparing our information with the regular MAP
Assessment and comparing it with classroom and progress monitoring assessments.

We updated the Wrangell Public Schools Mitigation Plan for the Covid-19 virus just
before the start of the school year. As we have made some changes to quarantining and the
recent return to school we are watching to see the impact of the plan’s measures to re-evaluate
in the future. Taking the new CDC Guidance we have made some significant changes to the
plan to end last year. I encourage you to read the plan posted at www.wpsd.us/domain/267 for
more information.

https://www.wpsd.us/cms/lib/AK01901527/Centricity/Domain/267/Wrangell%20District%20Mitigation%20Plan%2008.15.22%20Final.docx.pdf


Some of the main highlights involved in the changes for this year.

● Masks remain optional in most cases as long as a voluntary testing program exists in the
schools (Any staff or students that want to participate. We also have home test available
upon request) - This was a change that was earlier based on community counts (which
are no longer available) and vaccination status. (Vaccines are still encouraged) and
recognition that other mitigation measures could be put in place to limit spread
during optional masking even when counts are low.

● Lunch is being served at EES in the gym rather than the individual classrooms.
Distancing will continue when possible and practical at lunch.

● All Cleaning, Disinfection, and Hand Washing Etiquette will remain in place
● With Positive Results the quarantine of 5 days and at least 24 hours after the last

symptom. Highly encouraged to mask for another 5 days as a protection of others.
● In order to keep students/staff in school if a “Close Contact” there is no quarantine

required as long as the student/staff is “Symptom-Free”. Students/Staff can still test at
school or at home if requested. This is regardless of vaccination status.

● Athletes will be tested during activity weeks (rather than weekly or bi-weekly) before
travel/home games to prevent spreading illness to other communities. We are requesting
the same consideration from visiting teams. Athletics will also continue to follow a
“Symptom-Free” events protocol.

● Travel will not longer require a 5 day quarantine regardless of vaccination status.

During times of optional masking, we strongly encourage families to follow the “Symptom-Free
Schools” program.

These updates are based on both the CDC Guidelines for School from August 11th,
2022 and Wrangell Public School desire to have a minimally restrictive environment for
education. We are asking staff and students to work as a group to evaluate each situation.
There may be at times when working closely in the classroom or during times of an outbreak
that additional mitigation measures will need to be enforced. Sometimes when working closely
in groups where 3 feet of breathing space is not possible might require additional mitigation
measures and we greatly appreciate families working with our teachers and staff so that we can
keep our doors open and everyone healthy!!

Help from Wrangell’s educational community to continue working to keep our schools
safe and symptom-free will help give our students the best environment for learning possible.

Sincerely,

Bill Burr

Superintendent

Wrangell Public Schools


